THE FIFE LEGEND
Since 1929, when William Fife III had sharpened generations of family boat-building expertise, his designs have been revered by thousands of sailors worldwide.

William Fife’s design number 782 of 1929 is certainly considered to be one of his finest- the lines balanced in every dimension, visually stunning both above and below the waterline.

Unlike some of today’s modern classics whose designers may have succeeded in almost matching the artistry of a bygone age, but often turn out awkward hybrids where the well known axiom “if it looks good then it is” has been ignored, the fife designs that we will build will be completely faithful reproductions, in all aspects of his ideas.

It is clear that the masterful designers of the turn of the century really did know how to draw up a set of lines that were pleasing, even stimulating, to the eye: seaworthy, and capable of an impressive turn of speed in a wide range of conditions.

Fife was reconised as the finest designer of Six Metres. Charles Nicholson, whose six metres were repeatedly beaten by Fife’s, was quoted as saying “the six metre class should properly be called the fifes class”

Using such an extremely sound design as a basis we propose to build a modern yacht, faithful to the original lines executed by William Fife, and produce this prototype in our workshops.

These yachts, for our intentions is to certainly produce more than one, will  be produce using techniques that have been perfected over the past seventy years. This will ensure that such a range will not only look right and be right, but will last for generations, standing up competitively to the rigors of successive racing seasons.

Modern boat-building techniques are based around the invention of   reliable waterproof adhesive such as epoxy resins which when used in the WEST System (wood, epoxy, saturation techniques) result in an extremely strong, durable watertight and lightweight monocoque structure. A yacht built using this technique is able to stressed far more than its short-lived, carvel-planked predecessors, with a fraction of the maintenance.

“Four years ago, in 1932, when the American Six Metres defeated the British team so easily, Tiny Mitchell handed over Nada to a syndicate consisting of his son Bud Mitchell, Chris Boardman, Miles Bellville and Russell harmer, for short we rolled these four names into one and said the boat was owned by H.M.B. for there were two B’s-Boardman and Bellville. To ginger Nada up I designed and fitted the mast, rig and sails, and to do this we sailed from Burnham to Cowes. On the way down we left trading schooners weather bound for Dover, not so much because of the weather but because they could not turn windward”- Excerpt from book by Uffa Fox.
